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(54) FOCUS DETECTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To detect a focus quickly and with high 
accuracy through a simple constitution by binary coding 
the output of an image pickup device and finding two 
points where the count value of the binary signals 
reaches a prescribed level to detect the focus. 
CONSTITUTION: The image of a subject 1 1 is picked up 
by an image pickup device 12, and the image picked up 
output signal SI is binary coded by a signal processing 
circuit 15 at a binary coding level LB. These binary 
signals are counted by a counter circuit 16, and the 
output of the circuit 16 is monitored by a control part 18. 
Then the zero count value of the circuit 16 is found when 
the device 12 gets further away from the subject 1 1 . A 
focus is detected from two points where said zero count 

value is found and then applied to a drive control circuit 19. The device 12, the circuit 15 and 
the circuit 16 are controlled by the address of an address generating circuit 17. A screw body 
14 is turned by the circuit 19. Thus the focus of the device 12 can be detected quickly and 
with high accuracy through a simple constitution. 
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